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jno; for the progress of the country, were well ahead of the
cieat mass of the people who were still steeped in supersti-
tion and orthodoxy, content with their lot and apathetic, if
not hostile, to progress.
It was the lot of Romesh Dutt, as of all reformers, to
be ahead of his times and, therefore, to attract criticism and
opposition. This was so specially in social matters where
.convention was strong and orthodoxy held sway. It was,
however, characteristic of Romesh Dutt to distinguish bet-
ween the essential and the non-essential, and while refusing
to compromise on. the former to desist from senseless acts
of defiance in regard to the latter. It was not for him to
behave as the early students of the Hindu College did, to
eat the forbidden meat and throw remnants thereof into
orthodox houses merely to indicate that they were free from
orthodox conventions and prejudices. On the contrary, he
was prepared to conform, so long as conformism was not
against .his principles and convictions. He had occasion to
state this attitude of his in a letter of advice to his would-be
son-in-law who sought the hand of his daughter against the
wishes of his father. He referred in this connection to the
suggestion that his future son-in-law, who had .himself just
returned from England, should do penance for having
travelled overseas. Romesh Dutt wrote to his prospective
son-in-law:
"You are right in thinking that your father should not
consent to see you degraded in the eyes of all honest men
by undergoing a penance. And while you will refuse to do
this, and while you claim to use your own discretion in
choosing a partner for life, you should also, as you have
wisely decided to do, try your best to conciliate your
father, and to retain that love which should exist "between
father and son. Your wife should help you in doing this,

